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Why is truth important in language teaching?  

If we don’t have a true picture 
of our students’ abilities, how 
can we help them improve?

AI has the potential to create 
fake news … 

… and fake essays!



How do you feel about the use of AI by your students?



Questions  ….

1. What are AI Large Language Models 
(LLMs)?

2. How do we detect their use in students’ 
writing?

3. How can we discourage students from 
using AI tools in their assignments?

4. How can we encourage students to 
think critically in the ‘information age’?



What are AI Large Language Models?

AI systems capable of understanding and generating human language

Trained with vast amounts of human written text from various sources

Generate coherent and contextually relevant responses, translate to languages other than English, summarize 
text, answer questions and assist in creative writing

Chatbots and virtual assistants use LLMs

ChatGPT is the most famous!

Useful writing assistant? Or ‘language sausage machine’*? 

*Baron, N. S. (2023). Who Wrote This? : How AI and the Lure of Efficiency Threaten Human Writing (First edition.). 
Stanford University Press. https://doi.org/10.1515/9781503637900



How can we detect AI use in writing?

Look at the prompt and two answers. Which has been written by AI and which by a university student?

Prompt

Write a definition, example, and explanation for the following term: phonemic awareness.

Definition: Write a concise statement of what the term means. Example: Describe a concrete and specific instance 
of the term. The example can be made up. Explanation: Provide a theoretical implication of the term or state an 
important scientific fact about it. Your complete answer should be 3–6 sentences long. 

1

2

Waltzer, T., Pilegard, C., & Heyman, G. D. (2024). Can you spot the bot? Identifying AI-generated writing in college essays. International 
Journal for Educational Integrity, 20(1), Article 11. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40979-024-00158-3



Answer



Answer



Common features of AI writing

Overuse of 
sophisticated 

language

Lack of personal 
voice

Lack of a clear 
stance

Inconsistencies in 
style

Hallucinations (e.g. 
incorrect 

information and 
references)

No grammar 
mistakes!



Recent news story



However it can still be hard to detect AI written essays! 

Research shows 
teachers can only spot 

an essay written by 
ChatGPT 70% of the 

time

AI detection tools have a 
similar success rate - in 

one experiment, parts of 
the Bible were flagged 
as being ‘AI generated’!



What’s wrong with using AI?



Lots of reasons …

• language learning is a slow, sometimes painful, process involving 
many challenges and there are no short cuts!

• writing an essay may be challenging but it is also creative!  (helps 
students explore their ideas/views on a topic and test their 
language skills at the same time)

• the feedback a teacher gives on a piece of written work will help 
take their language skills to the next level

• if they use AI to write an essay for homework, how will students 
cope when they have to write an essay in exam conditions without 
any help?



Showing students what they CAN do (without AI)!

Increase students’ confidence by pitching materials at the right level – should be 
challenging but not daunting!



Engaging students with authentic materials 

• Up-to-date content of Sensations 
English means it is always fresh and 
current (as opposed to course books, 
which date quickly)

• Even at A1 level, students can engage 
with authentic news reports – 
motivating! 

• The huge number of topics covered 
means that students can find 
something they are interested in!



Teaching writing step-by-step

• Students will be more tempted to 
use AI to write an essay if they 
feel overwhelmed 

• By asking students to write one 
paragraph at a time and 
monitoring the process, teachers 
can make it more ‘doable’ AND 
make it more obvious if students 
suddenly introduce AI into their 
writing

• ‘Assignments’ in Teams allows 
you to track the development of a 
student’s essay, as they add to it 
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How should you respond when a student 
uses AI in their writing?



Berwin’s language journey – Week 2

Hi Berwin, although I love this 
photo and the story, some of the 
language in here is unusual and 
extremely advanced. If you are able 
to write like this then you don't 
need to be in my class because 
your English is already perfect and 
you have nothing to learn! 

In your Padlet I really want to see 
YOUR writing and YOUR voice. I 
don't want anything perfect or 
written by software translation. 
Could you write this again but 
completely from your own English? 
:) 



Berwin’s language journey - Week 8



In the tutor’s words

I would say that, for some of them, they hadn't understood the learning objective 
of giving me a writing they had done themselves. In their minds they felt they 
needed to give the teacher a polished perfect piece of work (this is natural as 
that is what we have to do in schools and universities) so this is something I 
needed to explain to them that I didn't want, and why this didn't help me or them 
when it comes to language learning and teaching. I knew it wasn't about them 
trying to 'cheat' and I did understand that. When they knew I didn't want to see 
perfect writing, I think that took the pressure off them too. I also explained how 
to use my revisions for learning from as I feel like comparing them and even 
copying them out as practice is part of the process. Their actual writing is just a 
middle step.

We all agreed they can use translation for vocabulary in their writings (if they 
make sure to write the words down and learn them properly) but that they need to 
write 'from their brains' so I can help them become good writers in English 
without any software help.



Facing English ‘bravely’



Critical thinking: searching for the truth

Training students to question the 
information they are given and 
think for themselves 

Although not a language skill, it is 
more important than ever!

Essay writing helps to develop this 
skill

‘Sensations English’ is a great 
starting point for debates and 
discussion about current affairs



Independent Learning Portfolio

Every week in your Language and Culture class, you will watch a news report on a 
current issue related to areas such as new technology, world events and 21st century 
culture. You will then write a short commentary on the report including the following:

A brief summary of the news story (e.g., Where and when did it happen? Who was 
involved?).

Your own view about the report (e.g., Were the facts presented clearly and truthfully? 
Was any important information left out?).

Your own feelings about the issue (e.g., Is it an important issue? Why/why not? How 
does it relate to your own experience?).



Critical summary of news report
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